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         President’s Musings        . 
Chris Cotter – KD5HIY 

   

   So many neat things are happening in our club. 

Tech Talks are about to start back up, a 

standardized RACES training program is just 

about in place, Field Day 

is approaching, our very 

special HARC50 is taking 

shape, and your new 

board soon to be seated. 

   Learning opportunities 

will be something that I 

feel are very important. 

Individual growth in 

Amateur Radio is 

something that excites 

me. I love seeing people 

build things, upgrade licenses, Elmer another 

ham, and overall just go from that new ham to 

someone that people can look up too for 

guidance and leadership. One of the ways the 

club promotes this is with Tech Talks. You may 

be an expert in a certain area, and that is great. If 

you want to have that opportunity to teach 

something to a group of eager learners, maybe a 

tech talk is something to consider. They really 

are a lot of fun. 

   We are continuing to work out the details of 

our new RACES training program. Mike, 

N5YM, has been working on the material. He 

presented a draft document to the Board at the 

April meeting, and it is very impressive. The 

amount of time and energy taken to piece a large 

project like this together is a monumental task, 

but worth it. We continue to customize the 

training material to best serve the City of Hurst. 

As we continue to go from “Hurst RACES” to 

Hurst RACES, we will keep you updated with 

the progress made. 

   Your VP David, KD5YDU, has been the 

person leading the way for the 2016 Field Day 

event for the club. The City has scheduled us to 

have the back pavilion at the Hurst Community 

Park again, like last year. They are very generous 

to allow us to use this at no charge. This is such 

a prime area for the FD events, because it is both 

a covered area, and we have plenty of room for 

antennas to be strung out and setup. We will 

have a Tech Talk on June 18 that will have all 

the details for this year’s event. We will need 
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Repeaters: 
 VHF: W5HRC on 147.100 MHz with  

PL tone 110.9. (Yaesu Fusion) 
 UHF: KM5HT on 442.850 MHz with  

PL Tone 110.9 (Echolink) 
 

Nets: 
 Weekly at 7:30 PM on Sunday on the 

W5HRC repeater 
 On a month with a 5th Sunday, at 7:30 

PM on the KM5HT repeater 
 Simplex net on the 4th Sunday at 7:00 

PM on 146.400 MHz 
 

Club Meeting:  Third Monday of each 
month (except December) at 7:00 PM at 
Hurst Fire Station #2 training room 
 

http://www.w5hrc.org/
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volunteers. There is a setup period, a time for 

radio operations, and a tear down time. This is a 

great time to see how amateur radio works in 

abnormal situations. We operate our equipment 

(minus lights and computers) off of the power 

grid, using solar, batteries, and generators. It 

really is a good way to practice for times of 

emergencies. 

   HARC50 is also being planned out. The main 

function of this event is to honor our 

founding/charter members. Without them, who 

knows if we would even have a club for us to 

come together for. We will be hosting this event 

at the Brookside Center in Hurst. It will be 

catered, and we will honor our senior members 

for the hard work and dedication they gave to the 

Hurst Amateur Radio Club. The scheduled date 

for this event is July 11th. In addition to the 

event, we will be operating as special event 

station, W5H, for this time period. We will have 

QSL cards to send out to any contacts made on 

the radio. 

   I cannot believe that is has been a year since I 

was given the opportunity to be your president. It 

went by so fast. It is already election time again. 

We have three outgoing directors, Butch, 

KC5ONZ, Greg, KC5TGF, and Jason, 

KC5HWB. These guys have put in two years of 

service to make the club better. If you see them 

around, shake their hands and tell them thank 

you. They have been an integral part of decision 

making and direction finding for us. Denise, 

N5WTK, will be serving a term as a director, 

moving away from the secretary spot, and my 

wife Carrie, KD5YIZ will be filling her shoes in 

that position. 

   David, KD5YDU, will be serving another term 

as VP, Bill, KF5OON, as treasurer, and myself 

as your president for 2016-2017. We have two 

new director spots being filled by Frank, 

KG5AHJ, and Don, KG6DLL. I am really 

looking forward to having them as part of the 

leadership team. I hope you are excited as I am 

to have them. Like I started off saying, neat 

things are happening. I hope you will be a part of 

it too. 
 

                  RACES  Today                . 
Butch Seaman - KC5ONZ 

   In this issue we will take a look at some of the 

basic differences between Hurst RACES and 

Tarrant County RACES, and more importantly 

how the two work together to serve the 

community Hurst and Tarrant County at large.  

We will also introduce you to a couple new 

acronyms during our discussion. 

   Hurst RACES is a subset of Tarrant County 

RACES with a focus on serving the local Hurst 

community while reporting too and supporting 

Tarrant County RACES.  The training required 

for each is very much the same and SOP 

(Standard Operating Procedure) do not really 

differ in any major ways.  In fact, much of the 

required training to become a member is 

overlapping for both agencies.   The Hurst EOC 

(Emergency Operations Center) net control will 

monitor the Tarrant County RACES frequency 

during RACES weather related events and Hurst 

EOC checks-in with Tarrant County RACES net 

control during these ARES/RACES nets.  Hurst 

RACES may take specific reports that are then 

passed on to Tarrant County RACES in some 

cases. 

   Hurst RACES nets are generally operated from 

the HURST EOC on frequency 147.100 and are 

a less formal net with lower reporting criteria.  

This means the nets on the Hurst repeater accepts 

reports of all types that are weather related 

events while operating in ARES mode and 

reports are logged for later reference for later use 

if needed.  Typically the Hurst net functions in 

ARES (Amateur Radio Emergency Service) 

mode in place of RACES (Radio Amateurs in 

Civil Emergency Service) mode allowing reports 

from all local radio operators who wish to make 

a report, although if necessary Hurst can and has 

in the past operated in full RACES mode.   

During RACES nets for either Tarrant County 

RACES or Hurst RACES you must be a RACES 

member  in  good  standing  to  legally  transmit 
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when nets are being operated in RACES mode.  

The difference between the two net operating 

modes is primarily reporting criteria and when 

non-RACES members are allowed to make 

reports.  The exception to the rule of non-

RACES member transmitting during RACES 

nets is when imminent danger exists of life or 

property. 

   Rainfall is but one of the things closely 

monitored for possible area flooding and reports 

of water levels in local drainage the areas can be 

heard along with other types of damage reports 

such as downed fences, tree limbs that maybe in 

road ways along other types of reports. While 

much of this information does not meet standard 

reporting criteria for Tarrant County RACES is it 

information that is reported to the HURST EOC. 

This information is on a more granular scale and 

can be very pertinent to the Hurst community 

more so than to the county at large.  Whereas the 

criteria for Tarrant County RACES is more 

concerned with reports on a larger scale dealing 

with bodily harm or more server property 

damage.  

   This should help to give some idea of how the 

two agencies operate in a separate mode while at 

the same time supporting one other.   At the end 

of the day both are there to assist in passing 

information to the National Weather Service to 

better disseminate information to the public at 

large. 

   In the next edition of RACES Today we will 

take a look at some of the training required and 

how this helps in a time of emergences. 

   You can also learn more at:  

                                      http://w5hrc.org/races/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            UPCOMING EVENTS           
 

May 7, 2016 
Joint Amateur Radio Club Meeting 
9:00 – 11:00 AM 
Tarrant County/Fort Worth Joint EOC 
275 W. 13th Street 
Fort Worth, TX 
 
May 7 and 14, 2016 
Technician License Classes 
8:30 AM – 3:30 PM 
Mansfield/Johnson ARS 
Mansfield Fire Station #3 
3100 East Broad Street 
Mansfield, TX 
David Kettrick: wa5jrs@wa5jrs.com 
 
May 14, 2016 
New Member/Renewal Training 
Tarrant County RACES 
8:30 AM – Noon 
Tarrant County/Fort Worth Joint EOC 
275 W. 13th Street 
Fort Worth, TX 
http://www.tarrantraces.org/ 
 
May 17, 19, 24 and 26 
General License Upgrade Class 
Thursdays 6:30 – 9:30 PM 
Hurst Amateur Radio Club 
Hurst Fire Station #2 Training Room 
837 W. Pipeline Rd. 
www.w5hrc.org 
 
June 10 and 11, 2016 
Ham-Com Hamfest 
ARRL West Gulf Convention 
Friday: 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
Saturday: 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
The Irving Convention Center 
500 West Las Colinas Blvd. 
www.hamcom.org 
 
June 25 and 26, 2016 
ARRL Field Day 
Starts: 1800 UTC (1:00 PM CDT) Sat. 
Ends:  2059 UTC (3:59 PM CDT) Sun. 
Multiple locations nationwide 
www.arrl.org/field-day-locator 
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In ham radio vernacular, an “Elmer” is a mentor 
to a newcoming  amateur radio operator. The 
term Elmer first appeared in the March 1971 
issue of QST magazine. In that issue, Rod 
Newkirk, W9BRD, called them “the unsung 
fathers of Amateur Radio.” He wrote that an 
Elmer is “the ham who took the most time and 
trouble to give you a push toward your license.” 

STUFF TO KNOW 

http://w5hrc.org/races/
http://w5hrc.org/races/
http://www.w5hrc.org/
http://www.hamcom.org/
http://www.arrl.org/field-day-locator
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amateur_radio_operator
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Randall Foster WB5GON 

    Randall “Randy” Foster (WB5GON) and wife 

Hazel (WB5GOM – SK) were founding 

members of what is now the Hurst Amateur 

Radio Club.  Randy recounted the first meeting 

was at a little restaurant across from Bell 

Helicopter where the CCC, the Citizens 

Communications Club, was formed. 
    Randy remarked “We were highly restrictive 

on how we acted.  If a 

guy put his antenna 

too high, we’d tell him 

either take it down or 

say goodbye.  We used 

our callsigns like we 

were supposed to, and 

no nicknames like the 

truck drivers.  We 

grew pretty fast. I 

think we grew into a 

ham club because we 

were so restrictive and interested in 

communications.” 

    Randy observed that he and Jack Pickle 

(WA5UFG) are the only remaining original 

members.  “Jack Pickle was the first ham we had 

and he gave us some ground school,” he said.  “It 

took us about 6 months … and we had to go to 

Dallas to take our test.  99% of the guy’s wives 

would come to all the meetings.  It was a family 

affair. We always went together.  Every summer 

we went to Lake Texoma and rented a small 

lodge.  We would go in a caravan.  We had a lot 

of fun.”  Randy recalled: “one time we stopped 

for breakfast at a country restaurant on the way 

up there.  There were about 40 of us that came in 

that little place talking loud and laughing and 

having a good time.  When we left, the owner 

said ‘I would appreciate it if you people didn’t 

come back.’ We never did get to go back there.” 

   “We were busy all the time, said Randy.  We 

participated in several emergency drills.  At one 

 

 

time the Police Department would call us out to 

do things like direct traffic.  I had a big motor 

home and put all of the radio equipment in it.   

One time Jack Pickle and I were deployed to 

Wichita Falls when they had a tornado to help 

them out.” 

   Randy remembered some of the community 

support the Club provided as well.  “The Club 

was involved in the Cumberland Presbyterian 

Orphanage in Denton.  Every summer we gave 

several thousand dollars to send the kids on 

vacation.  We sponsored it.  One year they sent 

those kids to Washington DC.” 

   Field Day was a major social event for the 

Club as Randy remembers.  “I had acreage at 

Southlake -- no buildings -- just one restroom 

that we built especially for Field Day. Everyone 

in the club had a camper.  And, most all of us 

had our right to carry -- we all went to school 

together.  When one did something, we all did it.  

Then we had Field Day several times at Eagle 

Mountain Lake.  That was a lot of fun.” 

   Randy has spent a 

lifetime in aviation.  

As a young man from 

the hills in middle 

Tennessee he trained 

in WWII as a pilot, 

but ended up as a 

turret gunner on a B-

24 bomber, and later 

as B-29 tail gunner 

and assistant flight 

engineer.  In civilian 

life, he was employed 

as a flight engineer 

with American Airlines. 

   When asked for his advice to the club, he 

replied:  “You need families to keep you going.” 
 

Mike Haefner N5YM 

  

 

 
Recollections and Reflections of 50 years of the 

Hurst Amateur Radio Club 

A young Randall and 

Hazel Foster 
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   FIELD DAY . . . . 
ARRL Field Day is the most popular on-the-air event in the U.S. and Canada.  On the 

fourth weekend in June, more than 35,000 Radio Amateurs gather with their clubs, group 
or simply with friends to operate from remote locations.  The Hurst Amateur Radio Club is 

no exception, and has a tradition of many years of Field Day participation. 
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              Special Recognition           . 
 

At the Hurst VIA Volunteer Recognition Banquet in 

April, HARC’s 

very own Dessa 

King (KA5ETI) 

was presented with 

a special recog-

nition award for 

donating 4,500 

volunteer hours to 

the City of Hurst. 

 

Congratulations, 

Dessa! 

 

                Show Your Shack             . 
 

   This issue’s shack belongs to Mike Haefner, 

N5YM, and is a portable “go box” shack housed in a 

deep-drawn aluminum Halliburton Zero brand 

equipment case acquired at a hamfest.  

   The workhorse is the Icom IC-706MKIIG 

transceiver, providing multi-band multi-mode 

coverage on HF, 6 meters, 2 meters and 70 cm.  The 

small size of the Yaesu FT-1500M allowed it to be 

squeezed in as a second radio for redundant FM 

capability on 2 meters as well.  Internal power is 

provided by the SEC 1223 switching 23 amp power 

supply.  External power is connected through 

paralleled Powerpole and binding post connectors on 

the bottom/rear (depending on how it is sitting) of the 

box.  An LDG AT-7000 automatic antenna tuner is 

connected to the IC-706, and is pretty much idiot 

proof, controlled by pressing the “tune” button on the 

Icom front panel.  

   Along the top of the box is a power control panel 

that has a switch to select between the internal or 

external source for the power bus.  An expanded 

scale voltmeter monitors the buss voltage, and two 

Powerpole connectors provide a place to connect any 

external accessories.  A digital clock and two front-

firing speakers are provided for convenience. 

 
    See Something - Say Something  .         
 

   Amateur radio plays s significant role in 

communications before, during and after a local 

incident or event.  However, we are always 

communicating, and we may be the first to see or 

hear things of a suspicious nature.  The following 

information comes from the Department of 

Homeland Security web site: 

http://www.dhs.gov/see-something-say-something: 

   “Across the nation, we're all part of communities. 

In cities, on farms, and in the suburbs, we share 

everyday moments with our neighbors, colleagues, 

family, and friends. It's easy to take for granted the 

routine moments in our every day—going to work or 

school, the grocery store or the gas station. But your 

every day is different than your neighbor’s—filled 

with the moments that make it uniquely yours. So if 

you see something you know shouldn't be there, or 

someone's behavior that doesn't seem quite right, say 

something. Because only you know what’s supposed 

to be in your everyday. 

   Informed, alert communities play a critical role in 

keeping our nation safe. If You See Something, Say 

Something™ engages the public in protecting our 

homeland through awareness–building, partnerships, 

and other outreach.”NFL  
 

Reporting Suspicious Activity 
 

To report suspicious activity, contact your local law 

enforcement agency.  Describe specifically what you 

observed, including: 

 Who or what you saw 

 When you saw it 

 Where it occurred 

 Why it is suspicious 

If there is an emergency, call 9-1-1 
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                           Community Service Over the Years                          . 
 

This year, at the 2016 VAI Banquet, the Hurst Amateur Radio Club was awarded a Certificate of 

Appreciation for volunteer efforts to the City of Hurst.  This award represents a continuation of a long 

history of service to the community. 
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                  Back to Basics                . 
Mike Haefner – N5YM 

 

Repeater Coordination 
 

    In the United States, there are thousands of 

ham radio repeaters in just about every location 

that you can imagine.  Some are installed at 

residences on short towers, others on tall 

buildings, on water towers, on shared 

commercial towers, or on the top of high 

mountains.  

    As most hams know, the radio antenna is the 

most important part of any ham radio station and 

for VHF and UHF it should be located as high as 

possible for the best coverage over a wide area. 

When applied to a repeater, this approach 

increases its range, but if the repeater that is 

using that antenna is on the same 

transmit/receive frequency pair that happens to 

be on that of another nearby repeater, then 

interference to the other repeater may result. 

    In densely populated areas, putting repeaters 

on the air on just any random frequency, without 

frequency coordination within a band, would 

cause significant interference between them.  If 

every ham radio repeater frequency was not 

"coordinated" then many would be unusable, 

especially in times of emergency due to many 

repeaters being on the same frequencies.  So to 

help remedy this, frequency coordination for 

ham radio repeaters is a must in most locations 

in the U.S. 

    There are established groups of ham radio 

organizations across the U.S. that keep extensive 

records of repeaters, repeater input, output and 

control frequencies, including those not 

published in directories, or on the internet 

repeater data bases. These groups of volunteers 

are known as repeater coordinators and are 

tasked with certifying frequency pairs for a 

proposed repeater in order to minimize 

interference with other repeaters and simplex 

operations across their area of control.  In our 

area, this task falls on the Texas VHF-FM 

Society. 

    They establish standards and take various 

criteria into account to avoid potential 

interference, such as: the repeater’s proposed 

location; antenna height; effective radiated 

power; anticipated coverage “footprint;” and 

characteristics of other nearby repeaters before 

certifying a frequency pair.  Not every proposed 

repeater application will be certified, particularly 

in densely populated areas.  However, systems 

certified as compliant to these standards are said 

to be coordinated repeaters.  Note that this 

certification is by the coordinator, and not by the 

FCC. 

    Even though the FCC does not issue 

coordinations, it does recognize the actions of 

the repeater coordinators.  FCC rule 97.205(c) 

states that in the event of interference between a 

coordinated and an uncoordinated repeater, 

resolution of the problem is the responsibility of 

the licensee of the uncoordinated repeater.  If 

both repeaters are coordinated, then the two 

licensees share equal responsibility for resolving 

the problem. 

    So, the next time you enjoy the use of one of 

the many repeaters in our area, give thanks for 

the efforts of you area repeater coordinator team. 
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The Newsletter is a publication of and for 
members of the Hurst Amateur Radio Club.  
Members are welcome and encouraged to 
submit articles and information for publication.  
Please submit in MSWord format to Mike 
Haefner, N5YM, by email at n5ym@juno.com.  
Deadline for submissions for the next issue is 
June 19, 2016. 

mailto:n5ym@juno.com

